12 WARCH 1945
DEAR MRS. MARTIN :

N® DOUBT Y8U ARE SUPPRISED T8 RECEIVE THIS
LETTER FROGM ME, HOWEVER YGU WILL NOT RE WHEN | TELL YOU
THAT | SAW AND TALKED WITH JIMMY YESTERDAY. | FIRST
THOUGHT | GUGHT TO WAIT UNTIL YSU RECEIVED WERD FROM THC
NAVY DEPARTMENT THAT HE WAS WOUNDED, BUT THEN ON SECOND
THOUGHT DECITED A LETTER FR@M A FREIND WAS AN FASIER
BREAKING OF THE NEWS THAN A SHERT 8FFICIAL KOTE. T8
EASE YRUR ANXIETY AS YOU READ THIS £ETTE®R | SHALL TELL
Y8 EMEDIATLY THAT JIM ISNTT HURT AS BADLY AS HE COULD
EASILY HAVE REFN, HE WAS HIT WITH SCHRAPNCL IN THE
SHOULTER AND HIP, BUT THAT COULDM'T HAVE BEEN T08 SERIGUS
AS | NOTICED HE HAD FULL CONTROL OF HIS ARMS AND LEGS.
HE SAID THE WOUNDS WERE NOTPAINING WIM BUT RATHER WERE
SERE. HIT SPIRITS SECYET NASD. AND | C8UL™ NETICE N6
CHANGE FROM THE JIMMY | KNEW AT HOME.
YESTERDAY AFTERNG@N AS WE WERE LIFTING QNE 6OF
THE STRETGHERS ABGARD DUR PLANE | LOOKED DOUN AT -THE
FELLOW AND HE L@SKED UP AT ME, JIM AND | RECOGNIZED EACH
OTHER EMEDIATELY. (T @AS QUITE A SURPRISED MEETING.
NATURALLY WE HAD MANY THINGS T8 TALK 9F, [N ANSWER T¢
MY QUESTI®N HE 8AID HE HADN'T HAD A CHANCE T WEITE T8
YOU [N A MONTHAND A HBLF. KNBWING THAT PARENTS WORRY |
TOLD JIM | WOULD WRITE T8 YOU AS S8GN AS | HAD A CHANCE.
HE ALSG TOLD ME THAT HE HAD BEEN GETTINC LETTERS FREY
DENNIE QUITE REGULARLY, WHICH RATURALLY MATE ¥E 2 21T
ENVIBUS AS THAT BROTHER 8F MINE HAS WRITEEN ME @NLY GNCE
SINCEHHE WENT INT8 THE NAVY. HE SAID DONNIE WAS C8ING
TE SIGNALMANS SCHOOL, WHICH WAS CERTAINLY NEWS TO ME, Ha!
. WE FINALLY T8®K-@FF FROM THAT COLD, DUSTY, AND
DESBLATE PLACEGN !HA%yﬁLM“SAI | WAS H1S FIRST AIRPLARE
RIDE. | NGTICED THAT JIM SLEPT PART 8F THE WAY oM THE
LONG TRIP BACK., AT THE OTHE® END OF THE LINE THE 88YS
WERE UNLGADED RY MANY WILLING HANDS, AND VERE PLACED 1IN
xg&cgéne ®F THE CEST OF MEDICAL PERSONNEL AND FACILITIES.
CREW MEMBERS WENT INT® THE RECEIVING STATIGN FOR A
CUP BF CBFFEE.. AND JIM HAILED ME OVFR T6 HIM. HE SAID
HE HAD A OQUP 8F COFFEE AND SANDWITCHES, AND REMARKED &N
THE EFF ICENCY 8F THE PLACE. HIS G@8D SPIRITS AND THE
ACCEMPANY ING SMILE WAS M@ DOUBT THE RESULT ©F SUCH A
OUICK CHANGE IN PLACE AND ATMOSPHERE. EVACUATIGN BY AIR
OF THE WOUNDED SEEMS T@ HELP THE MORALE VEMY MUCH. JIM
WAS HURT THAT DAY SOMETIME AND THE SAME NICHT HE WAS
HUMDREDS 6F MILES AWAY T8 A PLACE WHICH 1S CLEAN, HAS
CeOD FEOD, AND THE FACILIES T8 REUOVE WHAT SCHRAPNEL (S
LEFT WITHBUT THE DANGER [HCURRED BY DOING SUCH IN THE
FIELD. FROM THE RECEIVINC STATION THE BOYS WERE TAKEN
GFF T6 THE HOPITAL, AND JIM AND | WAVED A GO8D-BYE WiTH
A "1TLL BE SEEING YOU", YOU WILL SBSN BE HEARING FREM
JiM, AND HIS LETTER | NBSW WilLL BE S8 VERY MUCH MORE
WELCGME THAN THIS AWKWARK NGTE 6F MINE. | HEPE T8 HAVE
EéSED YOUR ANXIETY A BIT ANYWAY, WHICH WAS MY PURPOSE IN
WRITING,
WELL, | MUST CLESE FOR NOW, D@N'T BE SURPR|SED
7O SEE ME WALRKINC TOWN THE STREET THERE SGMETIVE SOEN, |
CERTAINLY EAGER T@ GET BAGK T8 SAY THE LEAE%II
2 Q”;§>
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